Toast of the Town

Toast of the Town - Proctor Electric and the Native American Artifact Dig

In the late 1950s, the Proctor Electric Company built an ultra-modern, $1,500,000
manufacturing plant which became the largest factory in the country devoted exclusively to the
manufacturing of electrical automatic toasters. In 1959, a mere two years after opening, the
plant had produced its 1,000,000th toaster. Close to 50 different models of toasters were made,
many under the brand names of Universal, Sears and Montgomery Ward. Mount Airy soon
became known as the “Toaster Capital of the World.”

Proctor Electric Company merged with Silex Corporation in 1960 and then with Hamilton Beach
in 1990. In 1998, Hamilton Beach/Proctor Silex closed their plant in Mount Airy.

In the early 1950s during the initial grading and excavation of the land to prepare for building the
toaster factory, a large Native American burial ground was uncovered. Newspaper accounts
noted skeletons, pottery, projectile points, beads and pipes were being unearthed and treasure
seekers and souvenir hunters from all around were coming to collect these items. An open
invitation was issued for the public to come and “hunt for relics.” Sadly and unlike today, during
this time period there were no NAGRPA regulations (Native American Graves Protection and
Repatriation) or guidance for protecting Native American grave sites or properties.

This site, a part of the “Geocaching for History” program, was researched and placed on the
Emily B. Taylor Greenway by the Mount Airy Museum of Regional History in partnership with
Kids in Parks-Track Trails System — Blue Ridge Parkway Foundation, Blue Cross Blue Shield
North Carolina Foundation and the North Carolina Humanities Council. The goal of this program
is to encourage physical activity and exploration of the history of our community.
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Here are a few Mt. Airy Newspaper articles:

Proctor Electric Company Building

Youth Charged |
With Stealin -
(as From Plane |

Willlam Otls Hamey, 30, ol roulo
0, Meunt Airy, han sdmitted Lo
palles na tho porsos who W08 agon
tnking gua from a plone nt tho
Meune Alry Alrpert Sundny night.

Tho youth kas heon charged with
troapnaning amd Inreeny of gas by
L . Wrenn, Jr, owner and ep-
arator af the alrpert. Bamey wia!
‘wrreatsd Mondsy night ond placed
amler FM bBond.

Three of Ramey's Somprnions
woyn arresbed But ik 8 wnderstond
they will nebk be proscculod as
Romoy has confessed Lo the act)
ufd has clonred his Ifrlonds of nny
part of Lthe &k
' Br. Wrenn teld The HEWSE gas
biis beeni mwlaslng from the planes
e some Lima., He siated that one
plans, hore from Galax, Va., wna
of eft overnight and thieves Lock
sorme gas Trom it ond failed to re-
placo the eap. It rained lnter in the
night amd when the plane took off
last Sunday mftermoon it hnd just
left tho airstrip when the ongine
2| falled and the pilot just msde kit
=l back to the landing wsirip where
& | mechanics fourd water in the tank
¥| For several days employees of
@ | the airpert have been staying wp
and watching fur the thieves.
wil Mr. Werenn said a ear drove ap
| Serday night sbout 1:30 o'clock
=iand wax taking pas from ome of
le | gk plames with a water hove. When
| appresched by an airpori employes
the driver jumped im the car amd

—

HSs W

oW AA

PROCTOR PRESIDENT

Nation’s Largest Toaster Plant

wl Amerlea's lorémost Bouserwsres
manufacturers, s coming to Meunt
Alry.

‘ Frector Elesirle Company, sne

Qiflein] nnnouncemant Lthat Proa-

Lbor Is constiructing & plant here on
Lthe formor Ienbel Bmith Koary
property, was made today by
Walter M. Schwnriz, Jr., peealdent
ef the eampany,

BMr., Behwnriz rovealed that the
wltrn=madein  plang  belng  con-
strusted here will be devoted ex-
clusively to the mapufacluring of
eleetrin mutemutle topaters. Mreslos
ir o plomecr af the Industry In this
fl#ld and the new factory will pes-
wvido facilitiea for s copslderalsls
ingtpnss In produstion.

In wmdditbon to bemsters, the com-
pany manufscturors Mary Pree.
ter Hi-Loa Bachssver Iromlng

Tables, Zedulon Ireming Covers ans
Pads, both stenm snd dry irons
IC'l-llllll'linI]ll'rl and Utility Caris,
| AL the present time, tosslers ar
made In  Philadelphia, Pennayl
t wanin, which ls slse the lecation o
Miector's execubive alfices. Iron
! nre pr-m]-.mh‘l st & Puoric Ric
plant, sll cther producis are mang
| fmctared In Boltimere, Marylsnd
When ithe Mount Alry plast & com
! pheted, the enlire tomster opers
| tlen will be moved here from
Priladelphia. However, the cnbcu
tive &ffices Wil femabn in that &Ly

Proctor clectrical applissces an
| housewares have long eajoyed sec
pesslul noreplamce with ceniamer
| They are sald in all leading wtore
frem cofsl-to-renil mred wdvertise

e, However, tha employes goi | extensbvely om television and b
the leornse number and veoognite » Bk s e Throughoal majer mar
the driver. | kel mrewa,

Mr. Wrenn has fssoed a pion fﬂl’k Walter M. Sehwarty, Jr., presidast of Frocter Electric Company, | Al Prector products are official

| young mmen to bemce Lhe :J"iil'-ﬁ:--h_-i.lh ia batlding s sltra-modern toasler Ffactory in Momnt .!..u-:r.'!"I endariod snd weed rrdhisivel

alone st all Lmes s some prankipy, S opo ot pevesls the mew factory will be the lorgast amd mast | 57 Mrs. Amaries. Thea e
may tesclt fim the deata of a pils | "Mra Amsrica™ conlest b Wkis

madern in Amecrics dewoicd cachuaively be ihe manwlasisving =i

ime ik [’ [T
i-a-;u—iu:l mutcmatic tsasters. Oiher Precier Prodects ses prod 4 |!',‘::II‘|I;!I p:;:;_\!:_hk ey o
] . P mt plasts beeated in Arbotus, Md, snd Posrts Rice. Esscutive of fic o | T;‘ﬂ- rompany has severs] ol
| Mrs. Turnmyre's | ruciiia, -

| stnmadimy “lirsts™ n the applisae
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The first Procter tonsticr snde
in the mew plant hero enme off

the  asdembly  lize Thusdoy
morning. Skoen with the [irst
teastor are, left Lo right, Jack

Proctor Elortrie Compnny's now
SL.500,000 wlectrie fonster paank
produced its first tonster Thutss
day.

The loastier ddanie ol Lhé 6
sembiy Linn  ak 16 n.m., mack-
aigr Lhe Tirsk prodiction in Lhe big
new Maount Adry plink.

What happoied thoa?

don Fewler, dr., said the tonster
gob the stondnrl Leestment [or all
tewsters prodlmced by kis company:

Somehody poppal bwn slbea of
bread inta it h|:|||.'-:| the gulget

on meml .o ..ownlted.
All of 2 suddén;
“Pop ... Popt

And there’ wore the bwe ficst
allces of lvremil Loasted in & tunsts
o maide I Muant Alny.

Troy woea foasied wvory nicely,

Inatene, plant mapeger, Joo
Drrvnck, geseral superintemdent
il the Cinel nasembly, ond Henry
Efitl; vice presidemt in charge of
menufneturing. here from PPhil-

l]'n[r. Fawler reporied,

That partbsalnr tesster is palug
lo be given o Walter Schwoariz of
Phbloslelphin. Tie is the proeshlent
of tko eompany,

Alr. Fowlor didn't Emow  whnt
hpppened to thess flrst sliees of
akak.

By the dey's end, however, he
suid the plant hnd prodoced np-
proximately 300 Lonsters.

Aleo o lod of Lowsl

Envh one gol that Lonsting tesl,

al  Lkoy boupht 260 loswes of
bread to test with,

Mr. Fowler sabl, *“Wa Loll people
thnt if their tomsters combe with
crumbs i fhens It doesn®t mean
thoy've been useil. Tt menns they
hnvo pagsed prarticni tose

Surry’s Newest Plant
Produces First Toaster

Surry Welfare

nilelphia ta help oreanize the
Meunt Adry plant,. The young
Faily i the renr holds the second
toaster,

In September
Costs $19,260

= Tho Surry County Welfore Do-
paTiment pabl oeut $49200.43 In
Sepiember.

Hgharsenvonts to the nped n-
moninted o 2754512, O this n-
meunt, $2008.88 wos paid by the
sinte, ond coly S36R624 by the
counky,

All o depesulent ehildren
amtaunied L 316.977.01, The state
prla SI4AEMET of this amounk,

(- A - -

Bawapw Cannte 51 0T 74
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Archacologist Joins Indian Grai

NMundreds of “icrove digeers,”
Including Dr. Joffre L. Coc, head
of the archneolopy departmenl at
the University of North Caroling,
searched in the nowly found Ine
dinn, burlal grounds here,

No provisions have hoen mnde
lo halt the digeings a8 people
from nll parts of North Carolinn
rambled over Lho rulns.

Shovels, picks, mallota and even
stielea were used to exenvale the
graveyard. A small boy with a
pointed stick gouged himsell out
n hole that covered him. Ie wns
looking for an Indian temanhawk.

Billy Au l.'lrnn of Mount Airy
uncarthod n skeleton with the

skull, hip and leg bonea still in-

tack. The tecth of the relic were
in rood conditlon. Many bones,
knives, n few tomahnwks, jarm
nnd other relles have been exen-
““di

Dr. Coe took an archacologicnl
intereat In the ruins o examined

Nlativild Amarinan artifante fAailinA A5 "DyrAntnr

the burinl grounds and stated ho | ===
would return to make n maoro
detailed sludy.

The graveyard was first discov.
ered Tuemidny when n construction
company began elenringe Lthe nrea
for n building site. The bulldozer
uncovered sipgns thnt led to Lthe
discovery of the Indian  burial
grounda,

Donald Meclor, president of
the Firat Notional Bank of Mount
Alry, after making o quick eox-
anmnination of the cemetery, estl-

mated it Lo be between 300 and
600 yemrs old.

There has been ne efforl ns
yet Lo step either the grading of
the site by the construction com-
pany for the proposed bullding
or the Individuals who hunt rel-
len,

At b p.m. Saturday there were,
some 60 cars parked around thﬂl
newly found graveyard In |.p-lul
of n downpour of rain,
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--—INCOME TAX FACTS
Personal Deduc

Your T

{This {2 one of a gevier of ar
fiing. These articter are based
the American Instiflute of Arcoi
ling Assoriation af Certifed Pu
fion with the Internal Revenue

Whon you use the “short form” In
tnke tha atandard deduction on the "l
Ulan of aboul 10 percent Lo cover ou
glats and local tnxes, contributlons s

It you mro sure Lthat your perr-
gonnl deductlons are lesa than 10
percent atandard deductlon, there Is
no need o Itrmize them. Nut it I=
worth the effort of calculating your
lnx on both forma. [lera are snine
deduetions you should be careful
nal Lo overlook: 7

Interest on Loans
The Intercst you pay on loans ls

i
l
deductible. This Includes morlgages. |
mutomobile, appliance, home im-||

474



