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MUSEUM HOSTS
SMITHSONIAN EXHIBIT

From February 28-April 11, the museum
hosted the Smithsonian traveling exhibit
“Hometown Teams: How Sports Shape
America.” The exhibit is part of the
“Museums on Main Street” program that
is designed to bring high quality traveling
exhibits to smaller rural venues like the

: . MAMRH. The program is presented in
partnership W|th the North Carolina Humanities Council, the Smithsonian
Institution and six host venues around the state during the 2015 calendar
year. The MAMRH was the kick-off venue for the year-long tour.

“Hometown Teams” explored the role of sports and the creation of the
American identity. Exhibit topics ranged from hometown sports and games,
to the fields of play, to themes as complex as race and international relations
as experienced through sports.

During the six week exhibition period the museum presented a number of
free public programs including lectures, performances, and even a chance
to meet and greet with NASCAR Hall of Famers.

In addition to the scheduled programs and activities, the museum opened
a new permanent exhibit on local sports history as a companion piece
to the Smithsonian exhibit. According to Matt Edwards, the Museum’s
Executive Director, “this is an exhibit we’ve been talking about for years;
the Smithsonian show provided us with the perfect opportunity to move
forward with its creation.”

The new exhibit highlights the development of sports and leisure activities in
our region starting in Victorian times and continuing through today. Edwards
adds, “As we were researching this exhibit it became clear we could never
tell all the great stories we were finding, so we’ve designed the exhibit so
that we can change out the specific stories highlighted in an effort to share
as much as possible.”

“Hometown Teams” was the museum’s second
Museum on Main Street Exhibit. In 2010 the
MAMRH hosted “New Harmonies: Celebrating
American Roots Music.” That experience was
the foundation for the creation of the museum’s
traveling exhibit “The Luthier’s Craft.”
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| hope you have been to the Museum
lately to see our newly renovated
Museum Gift Shop.

We are featuring some new jewelry that
has been well received by many. The
jewelry is by Sassy Gems, The designers
of Sassy Gems jewelry will be set up at
our Open House in December to show
some new pieces for your holiday giving.
Amuse Beads and Rustic Daisy jewelry
can also be found in the gift shop. | am
sure you would like to see the designs of
necklaces, earrings and bracelets as we
now look towards the holidays.

Some of the Gift Shops new books are:
Lives of Eng & Chang and Katherine
& R. J. Reynolds, Partners of Fortune
in the Making of the New South. Joy
Fowler, born and raised in Mount Airy,

will be at the museum’s Holiday Open
House in December to launch her new
book, “Mami Salami.” Tin Signs are
popular for the “Man Cave” and to
remember the past. We have beautifully

framed photographs of the area by
photographer Kenny Hooker.

Many of you know that we carry the
Blue Bird of Happiness. It is a great
welcome gift for your new friend, for
someone sick or homebound, or just a
‘thank you’ for a good deed that your
neighbor or friend did for you while you
were away on vacation.

Our newest Blue Birds are Ornaments
but not just any Blue Bird Ornaments.
They have beautiful sayings such as:
Happy Birthday, To A Special Friend,
Nurses Are Special, To Nana, To

Grandma, To Sister and many more
that are too numerous to name. New
cards that are like no others. Only the
museum gift shop carries them in this
area.

New T-Shirts are here with the Museum
Logo in new colors. If you want a
museum hat, we have those too. Some
North Carolina items are new at the
museum gift shop. For collectors, there
are thimbles and spoons, cups, bells,
shot glasses and many other items.

We haven’t forgotten the little ones
either: Tumble Timbers (Lincoln Logs),
Musical trains, band sets and trains sets.
Hope to see you soon. Just ask for
Nancy!




INFRASTRUCTURE UPGRADES
AT THE MUSEUM

Protecting our exhibits and
collections from the elements
is one of our primary jobs
here at the museum. From
a curation standpoint, we
do our best to control light,
temperature and humidity
with an eye toward the long-
term preservation of the
artifacts in our care. In recent
years the roof has become an
increasing point of concern in
terms of our ability to control
these factors, but the failure of
a number of HVAC units over
the last two years forced our
attentions elsewhere.

In 2014, recognizing that the roof needed to be
addressed and in anticipation of the upcoming
Smithsonian traveling exhibit, we started making
efforts to raise money to re-roof the museum. We
filed grant applications, petitioned both the City and
County Commissions for project funding and sought
funds from private donors. The museum received
a generous gift from an anonymous donor in the
summer that provided approximately one third of
the funds necessary for the roofing project, and as
the year drew to a close John and Karen Springthorpe
made another very generous gift to cover the
remaining costs for the roof as well as the conversion
to LED lighting throughout most of the museum.

Both projects have now been completed. In addition
to the obvious lack of leaks, the new roof includes
significantly more roof insulation for increased long-
term energy efficiency. Along those same lines the
new LED track lights use far less energy than the
current light bulbs with an eye towards reducing
long-term operational costs. The new lights also
offer conservation advantages for our collections by
reducing exposure to UV light. On March 28th at the
Greater Mount Airy Chamber of Commerce’s annual
awards banquet, the museum received a “Green
Business Award” for this project.

The Museum would like to
say a HUGE thank you to
the Springthorpe’s and the
anonymous donor for their
support of the museum and
assistance in making these
projects possible. Their
contributions will help to
ensure that we can properly
care for and maintain our
collections and thus our
collective history for at least
another 20 years!



RECENT GIFTS TO THE MUSEUM

Doug Belcher
Framed photo made from tin type of Hardin M.
Smith 1827-1910, Smith family genealogy paper

Mary Lindsay Boyles

Photographs: 1948 Graniteers, 1920s Mount
Airy High School football team, #16 Fred Folger,
MAHS football player

Bill and Greta Boyd

Photos: 1935 Ola Dunbar, 1930 1th grade
Franklin School, 12 postcards, 7 feed/sugar sacks,
29 hair perm clips, Primitive Baptist Hymn book,
Hersheys Cocoa Recipes booklet, baby sweater,
baby socks from Renfro Hosiery Mills, Hammill
Dairy fan, 2 toys

E. Dean Bray Il
3 empty Mount Airy glass bottles: Coca Cola,
Slaughters, 1 pint milk

Mark Brown
Christmas tree shaped decoration used in
downtown Mt. Airy Main Street circa 1980s

Claudia Bryant
Infant’s dressing gown, slip and pair of long socks

Carol M. Burke

Caricature of Northern Hospital of Surry
County Administrator, founder of Surry Medical
Ministries and Rotarian, John Lockhart

Paddy Butera-Billings
Mount Airy Furniture ledgers, appraisal reports,
profit and loss statements 1913-1921

Bruce and Wendy Carson
Book: “Encyclopedia of North Carolina” edited by
William S. Powell

Freddie Chilton

Miscellaneous artifacts including handheld
fans, calendars, fireplace tools, tobacco hook,
postcards, magazines, almanacs, rulers, patterns,
catalogs, booklets, 4 pocketbooks, 7 hats, hatbox,
1 black wool woman'’s coat with fur trim, alligator
purse, lady’s hightop shoes

Jayna Simmons

Large tin-type image

of a funeral wake with family members on front
porch given in memory of Dora Simmons

Inez Cox
Mt. Airy City Directories: 1928-29, 1954-55,
1957-56

Billie Mae Davis

Shadowbox of Bright Leaf Drive-In and Mt. Airy

Drive-In  Theater memorabilia, framed photo

of manager Donald Davis, framed newspaper
articles of both drive-ins, tickets, business

@ cards and money deposit bags

H. Wayne Easter
Book: In the Foothills of Home (Memories of
growing up in the shadow of the Blue Ridge)

Kelly and Jennifer Epperson

Original WPAQ station call letters circa 1948
donated in memory of Ralph and Earlene
Epperson

Tom and Mary Fawcett
2 Bank of Mt. Airy souvenir pencil sharpener/
banks

Anne Fleming for Jack and Marie Wilson
Set of 6 connected seats originally from Surry
County Juvenile Court at 137 Moore Avenue;
National Furniture bedroom set: full size bed,
dresser with mirror and night stand

William A. Hawks

The Educational Foundation, Inc. of the University
of North Carolina at Chapel Hill — Wallace Shelton
Football Scholarship plaque endowed by William
A. and Virginia P. Hawks

Kenneth A. Hinton
Vintage popcorn popper

Raymond Joyce
2 green settees circa early 1900s

Lee Livengood
Mt. Airy Saloon bottle, JG Patterson

Mount Airy Public Library c/o Pat Gwyn

23 bound volumes of the Mount Airy News:
1927(2), 1928, 1929(2), 1930(2), 1931(2),
1932(2), 1933(2), 1934(2), 1935(2), 1936,
1937(2), 1938, 1955, 1965. Books: North Carolina
Local History — A Select Bibliography, The Tree of
Life: A History of the North Carolina Railroad, The
Indian Trading Path & Great Wagon Road Across
NC Highlighting Rowan & Cabarrus Counties

Jordan Nance
DVD: “Broadcast — A Man and His Dream”

Dennis Patterson, Donna Keck
Framed 12/16/1859 Western Sentinel newspaper
from Winston, N.C.

Charlie and Sandy Shelton
Lionel Electric Train Set circa 1950-60s including
numerous cars, track and accessories

John Shore
Photo of J.W. Beasley City Barbershop 1909

Rodney Shore

6-18-1875 Catalogue Mount Airy Male Academy,
24 miscellaneous archival paper items including
letterhead, flyers, Bank of Mount airy checks and
other items

Wayne and
Mary Emily Cooke
Star Twist display
cabinet for spools of
thread made by American
Thread Company

Tom and Kay Tilley Sisk

Shadow box of barber’s tools and memorabilia
from Joel Reid Tilley — Joel’s Barber Shop in the
Woodville community of Surry County

PJ and Joy Snow

Misc. records, calendars, minutes, membership
lists from The Mount Airy Arts and Crafts Guild
1967-2001, The North Carolina Gardener
Engagement Calendars: 1950-2007, Garden Gate
Club yearbooks 1950-56, Modern Gardeners
1999-2000 notebook — loose pages

James L. Sprinkle, 111

Framed photo of father James Lunsford
Sprinkle, Jr.,, Chief Warrant Officer 4 in the US
Navy, scrapbook containing photos during his
naval career, orders, letters, discharge papers,
certificates, minus and other misc. items, 1962,
’63, ‘64 Mount Airy High School yearbooks

Randall and Tonda Strickland

Small wooden barrel shaped bank from First
National Bank of Mt. Airy, 53” long photo of
“Recruits Battalion 5th Engineers Training
Regiment Camp A. A. Humphreys, Va., July 1918

John Surratt
Book: To God Be The Glory: The Centennial
History — Calvary Baptist Church, 1913-2013

Louis and Cathy Taylor

2 cooking pans, embroidered pillowcase, dresser
scarves, white wooden box mailed to Mrs. Moir
Martin

Martha Rowe Vaughn
1916 Postcard — Mount Airy Granite, NCG Corp.,
Mt. Airy, NC

White Sulphur Springs ECA
Club scrapbooks from 2003, 2006, 2007

Betty C. Lyerly Willlis

Given in memory of Rev. Dr. J. Wilford Lyerly
Shoe last and mold, roller skates, cotton scale
and two weights
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NEW MEMBERS
* Kk

Ms. Kathy Atkins-Robertson Mr. & Mrs. W. Ashley & Paula Marion
Ms. Winnie Banner Ms. Sharon Marshall
Ms. Norma H. Bowen Ms. June Martin
Mr. Tommy Bowman Mr. & Mrs. Dwight & Wanda McAlexander
Mr. Larry Bullen Mr. & Mrs. Edward & Vickie McDaniels
Mr. & Mrs. Mel & Trish Cummins Ms. Anna Mertson
Mr. Brent Ferry Mr. Bill Smith
Mr. & Mrs. Charles & Mary Ellen Graham Mr. George Smith
Mr. Brian Gray Mr. & Mrs. Justin Stirewalt
Ms. Sasha Jackson Dr. & Mrs. Hugh E. Sutphin
Mr. & Mrs. Jan & Lauri Legere Mr. John Tarn
Mr. Randall Lynch Ms. Melissa Wilkins
Mr. & Mrs. Mike Marion Mr. Ronnie Wilson




2014 SUSTAINING MEMBERS

GRANITE CIRCLE

Armat Foundation

City of Mount Airy

Renfro Corporation

SouthData, Inc.

Woltz Foundation

Mr. & Mrs. John and Karen Springthorpe, IlI
Mr. & Mrs. Jim and Tammy York

STERLING BENEFACTORS CIRCLE
Duke Energy Foundation
NCFI Polyurethanes

BENEFACTORS CIRCLE

Mr. & Mrs. Lindsay and Barbara Holcomb
Moody Funeral Services, Inc.

Dr. & Mrs. Swanson and Ruth Richards
The Mount Airy Newspaper, Inc.

Dr. & Mrs. Paul and Jean Webster

Mr. & Mrs. Ed and Ellen Woltz

Mr. & Mrs. H. O. and Agnes Woltz

Z\WB Enterprises, Inc.

PATRIOTS CIRCLE

Aerial Machine & Tool

Vallie Allman

Bray’s Recapping Service

Mr. & Mrs. Alvin and Catherine Eckenrod
Mrs. Erika Rowe

Insteel Industries, Inc.

Mr. & Mrs. Bud and Mary Kilby

Mr. & Mrs. Steve and Emily Loftis

Mr. & Mrs. Robert and Cama Merritt
Northern Hospital of Surry County
Mr. & Mrs. David and Kathy Pruett
Mr. & Mrs. Charles and Sandy Shelton
Mr. & Mrs. Ed and Dotti Shelton

Mr. & Mrs. Kester and Rosie Sink

Mr. & Mrs. PJ and Joy Snow

Dr. James Wells

Workforce Carolina, Inc.

HISTORIANS CIRCLE

BB&T

Mr. & Mrs. Albert and Rachel Blackmon, Jr.
Dr. & Mrs. Stephen and Gina Button
Joanna Cheatham

Mr. & Mrs. Allen and Brenda Edwards
Mrs. Elizabeth York Enstam

Mr. & Mrs. Tom and Mary Fawcett

Dr. & Mrs. Tom and Anne Fehring

G & B Energy

Mr. James Grimes

Harriet Investments, Inc.

Mr. & Mrs. Bill and Diane Hayes

Mrs. Barbara Haynes

Mr. & Mrs. Freddy and Carlene Hiatt
Mr. & Mrs. Bucky and Kim Holcomb
Homestead Realty

Leonard Aluminum Utility Bldgs.

Mr. & Mrs. J. T. and Betty Palmer

Mr. & Mrs. Bob and Shirley Perkins

Pine State Marketing, Inc.

Mr. & Mrs. Bob and Mary Planer

Mr. & Mrs. David and Inglis Rowe

Mr. & Mrs. Macon and Candace Sammons
Dr. & Mrs. Dean and Carole Simmons

Mr. & Mrs. Steve and Marie Simmons
Mrs. Love Diffee Smith

Mr. & Mrs. Hank and Cathy Spires

Surrey Bank & Trust

Surry Insurance Agency

Ms. Emma Jean Tucker

Mr. & Mrs. Richard and Betty Kay Vaughn
Dr. & Mrs. Steve and Ann Yokeley

FRIENDS CIRCLE

All American Associates of Mt. Airy
Mr. & Mrs. John and Julie Adams

Mr. & Mrs. Ted and Faith Ashby

Mrs. Jean Atkins

Dr. Annette Ayers

Mr. & Mrs. Carl and Jane Bell

Dr. & Mrs. Charles & Charlotte Bokesch
Ms. Carolyn Boyles

Brannock & Hiatt Furniture, Inc.
Brannock’s Service Center, Inc.
Brenda R. Lineberry, CPA, P.C.

Mr. & Mrs. John and Claudia Bryant
Ms. Carol Burke

Ms. Elizabeth Burke

Mr. & Mrs. Wayne and Bennie Burton
Rev. & Mrs. Dennis and Vickie Cameron
Mr. & Mrs. John and Sheila Canosa
Mr. & Mrs. Martin and Betty Ann Collins
Mr. & Mrs. Alan and Alice Connolly
Mr. & Mrs. Gary and Mary Ann Cook
Mr. Frederick Deweese

Mrs. Ann Drake

Edwin M. Woltz, Attorney at Law
Fabric Menagerie

Mr. & Mrs. Keith and Ann Flouhouse
Mr. Fred Folger

Mr. & Mrs. Jim and Vicki Forest
Garden Gate Garden Club
Gilmer-Smith Foundation

Mr. & Mrs. Jeff and Kelly Gordon

Dr. Robyn Hakanson and Mr. Eric Moledor
Dr. & Mrs. Renfrow and Karen Hauser
Ms. Sarah West Heist

Mrs. Susannah Hewson

Mr. & Mrs. Derek and Mary Higgs
Hunting & Fishing Collectibles

Mrs. Jewel Jarrell

Mr. Dick Johnson

Mr. & Mrs. Bill and Tina Johnson

Mr. & Mrs. Gary and Linda Kniskern
Mr. & Mrs. Jim and Teresa Lewis

Lucy Ellen Gwyn Properties

Mr. & Mrs. John and Kay Marcaccio

Mr. & Mrs. John and Kelly Merritt
Mount Airy Junior Woman’s Club

Mount Airy Oil Company, Inc.

Mount Airy Tourism Development Authority
Mr. & Mrs. Warren & Janet Nichols

Mr. & Mrs. Greg and Julie Perkins

Mr. Ernest A. Randleman

Robby’s Sales, Inc.

Mr. & Mrs. Burke and Carolyn Robertson
Mr. & Mrs. R. Bracky and Wanda Rogers
Rogers Realty & Auction Company, Inc.
Mr. & Mrs. Stanley and Phyllis Rose

Mr. & Mrs. H. Ray and Nancy Russell
Samet, Payne, Wood, Horton and Company
Mr. & Mrs. William and Jacqueline Scott
Dr. & Mrs. Frank and Amanda Sells

Dr. Rick Smith

Dr. Jack Snow

Mr. & Mrs. Swanson and Linda Snow

Dr. & Mrs. Mac and Becky Sumner

Surry Regional Association of Realtors
Surry Telephone Membership Corporation
Mr. & Mrs. Craig and Jane Tesh

The North Carolina Granite Corporation
The Owl’s Nest of North Carolina

Mr. & Mrs. Leo and Gail Theard

Mr. & Mrs. Cory and Jill Tucker

Mr. & Mrs. Charles and Martha Vaughn
Dr. & Mrs. Tom and Ann Vaughn

Mr. & Dr. William and Gail Ward

Webb Interiors

Women'’s League of Mount Airy

WPAQ, WSYD, WBRF Radio, Inc.

Mr. & Mrs. Robert and Angela Yacano

In Kind

B & L Custom Jewelers

Brandon Plumbing & Pump Service
Cross Creek Country Club
Chick-fil-A

Greater Mount Airy Chamber of Commerce
Hutchens Cleaners & Laundry
Haynes, Strand, & Company

Old North State Winery

Olde Mill Music

The Dairy Center

This’n That Catering

Thank
You!






CALENDAR OF EVENTS
FALL / WINTER 2015

September

4th
Storybook Museum. Hands-on History
Gallery. 10:30 AM. Free

12th
History Talks: Scoft Douglas, For the Defense
of the Frontier: Fort Dobbs in the French and
Indian War. 3rd Floor MAMRH. 2:000PM. Free

18th
Casino Royale 6:30-11 PM Cross Creek
Country Club

25th - 27th
Mayberry Days

October

2nd
Storybook Museum. Hands-on History
Gallery. 10:30 AM. Free

9th - 11th
Autumn Leaves Festival

30th
Vineyard Stomp 5K — Costumed run 6:30
Round Peak Vineyards

30th
Boo Bash - Old North State Winery

31st
Downtown Trick-or-treating 3-5pm

* K *

November

6th
Storybook Museum. Hands-on History
Gallery. 10:30 AM. Free

14th
History Talks: Ed and Sue Curtis and the
Salisbury Confederate Prison. 3rd Floor
MAMRH. 2:00 PM. Free

December

4th
Storybook Museum. Hands-on History
Gallery. 10:30 AM. Free

5th
Holiday Open House

7th
Volunteer Christmas Party

31st
New Year’s Eve Party
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SEPT. 18TH
6:30pm - 11pm
CROSS CREEK
COUNTRY CLUB

CASINO SIYLE GAMING,
MUSIC, DRAW DOWN and
SILENT AUCTION

FOR TICKETS AND
INFORMATION CONTACT A
MOUNT AIRY MUSEUM OF
REGIONAL HISTORY BOARD
MEMBER OR CONTACT THE
MUSEUM AT 336.786.4478

TITLE SPONSOR
Custom Jewelors
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